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SUBJ: DOWNED HELICOPTER 

REF: (A) LIBREVILLE 462 (NOTAL) 

1 . AFTER THREE DAYS OF UNSUCCESSFUL SEARCHING FOR THE 
HELICOPTER THAT WENT DOWN WITH AT LEAST THREE MEMBERS OF 
PRESIDENT BONGO'S FAMILY, THE MOOD IN LIBREVILLE IS SOMBER. 

IN HIS GROWING ANGUISH BONGO HIMSELF IS GETTING EDGY AND 
CONSEQUENTLY SO IS MOST EVERYONE ELSE. BONGO EXPLODED 
PUBLICLY AT THE FRENCH BLAMING THEIR PUMA HELICOPTER AND 
THEIR THREE MAN CREW OPERATING IT. HE INSTRUCTED THE 
COMMANDER OF THE GABONESE AIR FORCE TO FIND SOMETHING TO 
REPLACE THE FRENCH MAKES. BONGO WAS UNHAPPY THAT OUR 
DATT AIRCRAFT DID NOT ARRIVE FEBRUARY 22 AND MADE CERTAIN 
SOME LET US KNOW IT. THESE ARE TEMPORARY ABERRATIONS 
AND MOST CERTAINLY WILL BLOW OVER. BONGO HAS THE 
REPUTATION FOR SHOOTING FROM THE HIP BUT HE ALSO HAS 
THE SENSE TO BACK OFF ILL-CONCEIVED STATEMENTS. 
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2. USDAO KINSHASA TEAM WAS WARMLY WELCOMED BY 

GABONESE MILITARY WHEN IT ARRIVED THIS MORNING, HAS COMPLETED 

SEARCH ONE ZONE AND WILL BEGIN AGAIN 0800 TOMORROW. 

FRENCH SENT TWO AIRCRAFT FROM FRANCE AND ONE FROM DAKAR AND 
HAVE BEEN SEARCHING PRIMARY AND SECONDARY ZONES FOR 
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TWO DAYS. NOT MANY PEOPLE IN THE COMMAND CENTER HAVE 
MUCH HOPE IN FINDING A CAMOUFLAGE-PAINTED HELICOPTER 
IN UNPOPULATED RAIN FOREST WHERE THE PRIMARY CANOPY 
IS FORMED BY TREES 150 FEET OR MORE TALL AND SECONDARY 
CANOPIES BY SHORTER TREES BELOW. 

3. ALTHOUGH PREPARATIONS CONTINUE FOR WHAT WAS SUPPOSED 
TO HAVE BEEN THE MOST GRANDEST 12 MARCH RENOVATION 
DAY CELEBRATION EVER, PEOPLE ARE BEGINNING TO WONDER 
WHETHER IT WILL BE CANCELLED. WE DOUBT IT. 

4. WE HAVE LEARNED THAT PRESIDENT'S SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE 
FOR DEFENSE AFFAIRS, JULIAN MPHOUHOU, WAS NOT RPT NOT ONE 
OF THE TWO BONGO NEPHEWS ABOARD THE HELICOPTER. YATES 
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